
NOTES ON ENCLOSURES AT BASLOW EDGE 
	

	
Note:		Farm	Track,	Curbar	Gap	Field,	Rutland	Intake	and	Hodgkinson	Enclosure	are		
descriptive	terms	used	for	the	convenience	of	this	article	and	have	no	factual	basis	

	

Introduction 
Baslow Edge is well known for its walks and views.  For the observant there is much 
more to see.  This article, based on the personal experience of a regular walker, 
describes the walls and enclosures, and the story behind them. 
The Edges are a long line of scarps to the east of the river Derwent, with villages and 
farms on the lower slopes and screes up to the cliffs.  Beyond are the Eastmoors, 
stretching to Sheffield, Chesterfield and the east.  They have always been a difficulty 
for travellers who have sought out the easy ways up the slopes and the gaps in the 
cliff.  Baslow Edge lies between two such access points, Curbar Gap in the north and 
Bar Road in the south.  Remains of old roads abound – another story. 
The areas covered by the article are the upper slopes below the Edge, and the land 
above it up to Clod Hall Lane.  By chance this precise area, together with the slopes 
below Blackstone Edge, was one of the plots in the Duke of Rutland Sale of the 
Longshaw Estate in 1927.  It was bought by Baslow Council, and subsequently sold 
in its entirety to a local farmer.  It remains in private hands, but fortunately all but the 
farmed land is “open access”. 
Much of the Edge itself is vertical cliff, a barrier to all but the dedicated climber.  
There are more gentle slopes near Curbar Gap in the north and at the top of Baslow 
Bar Road in the south.  Long screes below the Edge are the remains of quarrying for 
millstone, an industry that had faded well before 1800.  Above is moorland with some 
local enclosures stretching away to the east  
In 1799 the Duke of Rutland, the Lord of the Manor, owned all of the land below the 
Edge:  the moors with few exceptions were Common Land.  The area covered by 
this article was in Curbar except for the two large enclosures below the Edge and 
(only) one small enclosure above it, which were in Baslow. 
This article is based mainly on local knowledge, the 1799 Rutland Estate Map of 
Baslow, the 1824 Enclosure Award, the 1848 Tithe Award and subsequent OS 
maps. 

The Turnpike Road 
The main feature across the moorland  was a branch of the 1759 Chesterfield to 
Hearnstone Lane Head Turnpike.  The local section is now known as Clod Hall Lane, 
running from Curbar to Clod Hall via Curbar Gap.  Pre turnpike roads remained in 
use after 1759, most closing after the 1824 Enclosure Award.   

The Enclosure Award 1824 
The original purpose of an Act of Enclosure was to improve the efficiency of 
agriculture in a village by allocating the Common Land to individuals who would then 
have an incentive to farm it more efficiently. Their share was decided by their 
existing property ownership.   
The Baslow Enclosure Act and its Award included Bubnell Curbar and Froggatt.  By 
1824, virtually all land in Baslow and Curbar suitable for farming below the Edges 
had already been enclosed and most of that belonged to The Duke of Rutland.  The 
moorland above the edge was mainly Common land and available for enclosure. 
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The proper procedure was followed.  Surveyors mapped and valued all relevant 
property.  Using this information the freeholders were allocated appropriate sized 
plots on  the moor, most going to The Duke of Rutland.  He then bought out the 
freeholders, perhaps voluntarily but backed by cash, leaving him in total ownership 
of all the moor and the right to do with it what he wanted.  He promptly closed most 
of the roads across it, and developed it as a grouse moor.  It subsequently became 
part of his much larger hunting and shooting estate based on Longshaw.   
It was a paper exercise.  No enclosures were made as a result of the Act, though he 
did subsequently promote and keep ownership of Curbar Fields and White Edge 
Fields north of Curbar Gap, and fields on Eaglestone Flat.  The Enclosure Award 
was executed hand in glove with the 1824 Exchange of Land between the Dukes of 
Rutland and Devonshire with mutual benefit to both. 
 

Map of Eaglestone Flat 

 
Solid black lines shows walls that are still standing, occasionally in poor repair 

green line – The Edges       red lines – roads      blue lines-  streams 

The Tithe Award 1848 
The Tithe Award was an exercise in government mainly to do with taxes.  As the tax 
depended on property, it was necessary to find its value.  The assessors made maps 
with terriers listing the owner, occupier, area, value and use of each holding.  It has 
been be an essential tool for historians ever since 

Enclosures Below the Edge 
Little has changed since 1799 on the slopes immediately below the Edge.  The land 
is unimproved, strewn with boulders and partly wooded.  The major part consists of 
two large enclosures, with small fields intruding into the north-east corner. To the 
north are small irregular fields up to the old Turnpike.  To the west and south are 
larger squarer fields belonging to Curbar and Baslow, in use in 1799 and still in use 
today.  The eastern boundary is the Edge itself.  Much is steep cliff but walls were 
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needed were needed to complete the enclosures north to Curbar Gap south to the 
Baslow Bar Road.  There are still good walls on the other three sides. 
In the 1848 Tithe Award, the two enclosures were both called Rough Edge: the north 
one (46 acres) was occupied by John Elliott, and of the south one (40 acres) by 
Matthew Frost sen, both prominent local farmers. 
The area was enclosed before 1799 and probably after 1760 during the period when 
much of the higher ground in the district was “taken in”.  The configuration of the 
boundary shows that they were later than the adjoining farmland. 

Enclosures Above the Edge 
Eaglestone Flatt above the Edge is a large triangular area over 1kilometer across 
bounded by Baslow Edge, Blackstone Edge and the 1759 Turnpike.  There are today 
two roughly equal parts divided by a fence/wall running from north to south, with 
farmland next to the road, and moorland between the wall and Baslow Edge.  
Two “Farm-Tracks” across the area are now well used by walkers and the local 
farmer.  They were carefully made with culverts and ditches.  Both start from the top 
of Baslow Bar Road:  one skirts Blackstone Edge to the Clodhall Lane where it 
continues beyond the road to the old slab bridge over the Barbrook (150 metres 
upstream from the road bridge).  The other goes north across moorland to Curbar 
Gap.  They were not walled, though in places they now share walls with farmland.  
They are not marked on any of the early maps.. Their origin is uncertain (see note at 
the end) and they were not related to any enclosure.   
Three enclosures were present on the moorland adjoining Baslow Edge before 1824.  
For the convenience of this paper only, they have been named the Curbar Gap Field, 
the Rutland Intake and the Hodgkinson Enclosure.   

Curbar Gap Field 
200 metres south of Curbar Gap between the Edge and the Farm Track there is an 
area of smooth short grass about 60 metres square, meticulously cleared of stone 
Photo1).  Along its north border there is the remnant of a wall which extends for over 
50 metres east into the field beyond the Farm Track (Photo3).  The west end of the 
field dips down through the Edge, making it easy for access from below (Photo3). 
This must have been part of some ancient field system of unknown extent which was 
abandoned well before the map of 1799, where its position is firmly marked as 
Common Land.   

The Rutland Intake 
The Enclosure Award Map of 1824 (Photo15) shows a large almost rectangular area 
of land extending east from the upper border of the northern Rough Edge, reaching 
as far as the Turnpike road.  It is about 400 X 350 metres in size and is labelled as 
the property of the Duke of Rutland.  The earlier 1799 Rutland Estate Map shows 
clearly that all this part of the moor was “The Moor Common”, so the enclosure was 
created between 1799 and 1824.   
Note  The Enclosure Award Map shows no wall between the intake above the Edge and 

the Rough Edge field below it.  Many such walls were omitted from the map if the 
property on both sides belonged to the Duke of Rutland 
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The boundary wall of this Intake can be traced on the ground today.  Starting at 
Curbar Gap it follows the Edge south, first along the remnants of the upper wall of 
the Rough Edge then for the next 200 metres along the top of steep cliff to a rocky 
outcrop, where it meets the older Hodgkinson’s Enclosure.  It turns east and shares 
the wall between the two enclosures for about 60 metres then goes over moorland  
to the Farm Track.  Here there are still ditches on both side of the track.  Each is 
bridged by a massive stone slab which would have carried the weight of the 
boundary wall:  beneath each there is still space for water to flow.  The wall 
continues to the farmland.  In this moorland section (Photo12) there are substantial 
foundations and occasionally a course or two of stone.  Once in the farmland, it 
becomes one of the current field walls until it reaches the Turnpike.  The road wall 
completes the boundary back to Curbar Gap.   
It is not known how much development took place within this area between 1799 and 
1824.  Some or all of the fields shown on the Tithe Award map of 1848 may have 
been created during this period.   

Hodgkinsons Enclosure 
This enclosure is a long thin area immediately above (east of) the south Rough 
Edge, about 400 metres long and up to 65 metres across.  It stretches from the Bar 
Road quarry in the south up to the Rutland Intake  The western boundary is the 
Edge, with a short section of walling(Photo11) at the southern end.  The wall on the 
east has two parts.  In the southern section only substantial foundations remain 
(Photo9).  The rest is a well built wall, part collapsed, part up to 1.5 metres in height 
(Photo8).  There are the remains of a hut (Photo7) in this section marked on early 
OS maps.  The north wall shared with the Duke of Rutland Enclosure is about 60 
metres in length (Photo 4,5,6): construction varies.  Near the Edge there is a short 
section of low wall then a series of vertical slabs backed by stone, and then 
traditional wall interspersed with large natural boulders.  After a gap only foundations 
remain up to the corner which is barely visible. 
The internal ground is boulder strewn with no signs of improvement.  The southern 
half shows evidence of old stone quarrying. 
It is appears in the 1799 Rutland Estate map.  The Baslow boundary extended into 
the moor to include it as part of Baslow.  In the 1848 Tithe Award map, it is called 
“Top of Hodgkinson’s Edge”.  It appears that this part of the Edge, perhaps all of it, 
had once been called Hodgkinson’s Edge.  The 1879 Ordnance Survey uses the 
present name Baslow Edge.  

Eaglestone Flat Farmland 
The present farmland stands out from the surrounding moorland both on observation 
and on maps.  The fields in north west within the earlier Rutland Intake may have 
been started before the 1824 Enclosure Act.  Most were planned and created 
between 1824 and 1848 by the Duke of Rutland.  Originally much of the central area 
around the Sandiford Brook would have been marshy and avoided by traffic.  The 
marsh had to be drained, all traces of old roads obliterated, rocks removed and the 
ground limed and prepared for agriculture. 
More recently many of the internal walls have been demolished.  The area was 
extended in the early 1940s, when a large swathe of moorland to the south and 
south west was ploughed as part of the wartime food production programme. 
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Comment 
There is an an interesting area 100 metres south east of Curbar Car Park.  The 
adjacent map is based on the Curbar Tithe map showing field walls as they were in 
1848.   Some walls have been since been demolished, those remaining today have 

been highlighted.  Walls north of  the road 
are omitted 
Between the road and the fields the verge 
widens to create a triangular area about 40 
metres long: the base of the triangle is a 
wall about 8 metres long directly back to 
the road..  Within the triangle there is a 
deep hollow way parallel to the road 
(Photo13). 
In the field west of the triangle (No 250 on 
the map) there are two further holloways 
(Photo14) in a dip descending to the south, 
terminated by another wall at right angle to 

the tracks as shown on the map.  
West of the dip there is a low ridge which merges with the road wall just north of the 
hollow ways.  This ridge marks the eastern edge of the earlier “Rutland Intake” 
described above and coloured blue on the map.  The original intake wall in this 
section was been demolished before 1848 

• The hollow ways are the remains of the old pre turnpike roads, which remained 
available for traffic until 1824.  The one near Clod Hall Lane continued to the 
Barbrook and on to Chesterfield.  The other headed towards the Eaglestone 
and the Bar Road to Baslow. 

• Before 1824 The Duke of Rutland extended his “Intake” as far as the roads 
and the Turnpike, but did not cross them.  The 1824 Enclosure Award granted 
him full ownership of the whole area (except for land owned by the Turnpike 
Trust).  He closed the roads, a fact confirmed by the creation of the 
Eaglestone Flat fields.  Many other old roads would also have been shut – 
Dukes did not want the public on their grouse moors! 

• When farmers were enclosing fields, old hollow ways were rigorously 
obliterated.  A good example is the deep dip of the one near the road.  
Beyond the wall in field No 254 there is absolutely no trace of it 

• The layout of the area today may give clues about the walls of the original 
turnpike and of the gates allowing traffic to access it. 

The Farm Track 
For centuries there used to be a through route from Baslow up the Bar Road and 
across the moor heading east towards Chesterfield and beyond.  Part of this old road 
is still visible as a braid or group of parallel hollow ways near the Eaglestone, and 
another braid on the slope east of the Clod Hall Lane leading down to the slab bridge 
across the Barbrook.  Both braids are over 100 metres in width.  When the Turnpike 
was built in 1759 this early road was firmly blocked by the walls flanking the new 
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road.  It is suggested (with no evidence) that the Farm Track was originally 
constructed to provide a good alternative way for through traffic from the top of Bar 
Road to a single gated crossing across the turnpike and down to the slab bridge.  
The other track of similar construction could have been for traffic from Bar Road to 
Curbar Gap and the north. 

Names of Edges 
There are four Edges above Baslow called Dobb, Gardom, Blackstone and Baslow 
or ? Hodgkinson Edge.  Three were named after people prominent in the village in 
the 1700s 

• The Dobb family lived at Bubnell Cliff Farm.  There are series of abandoned 
quarries at the southern end of Dobb Edge.  Above it today is a rectangle of 
rough ground with a boundary wall dividing it from farmland beyond.  This wall 
is part of a larger enclosure marked on the 1799 Rutland Estate Map, which 
included land below the Edge and the quarries 

• The Gardoms lived at Yeld farm in Baslow.  The only part of their farm above 
the Gardoms Edge is another long thin enclosure (by chance within the 
perimeter of the late Bronze Age enclosure).  There are substantial old 
quarries immediately below it. 

• The Hodgkinsons lived at corn mill on Calver Road.  They inherited it from the 
Grundy family in the 1780s, wealthy Baslow millers and landowners   The 
Hodgkinson Enclosure was the only piece of Baslow above the edge on 
Eaglestone Flat (the rest belonged to Curbar).  There must have been a 
reason for this.  There are quarries below the Edge 

Historically the quarries on the Edges were for millstones.  The industry was 
declining by the early 1700s though they may have continued in use for other 
products for decades.   
It is suggested that the three families owned or were responsible for millstone 
quarries, and that the edges were named after them.  Land above the quarries was 
essential for their working so they may at the time have been allocated a strip of 
moorland above them  These were later enclosed by walls which remain today. 
Similar quarries exist at Blackstone Edge, but there are no associated enclosures 
and there is no known Mr Blackstone. 

Finally 
This is a personal piece based on my observations and deductions from them.  I am 
no trained historian so parts may be open to criticism.  However I hope that it will 
provide interest and insight to those who know Baslow Edge, and a stimulus for 
further comment and research 
July 2020 David Dalrymple Smith
  dds@w3z.co.uk  
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1  
Old cultivation near Curbar Gap 

 
 

2  
Baslow Edge and old cultivation 

 
 

3  
Old cultivation crossed by farm 

track 
 

4  
Hodgkinson’s Enclosure north wall 

up to Edge 
 

 
5  

Hodgkinson’s Enclosure north wall 
with vertical slabs 
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North wall of Hodgkinson’s 
enclosure and view to east 
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Remains of old hut and enclosures 
wall.  View to south east 
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Portion of enclosure wall still 
standing 
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Foreground Enclosure wall 
foundations.  In distance wall 

heading north 

 
10  

South tip of enclosure on right 
crossed by edge footpath 

 
11 

Small section of wall on Baslow 
Edge SK 26107375 

 

 
12  

Remains intake wall on 1824 
Enclosure map  SK 26257425View 

to east 

 
13 

Hollow way south of Curbar Gap 
alongside road 

 

 
14 

Holloway south of Curbar Gap in 
field 

 

15 
Extract 1824 Enclosure Award Map 

Curbar Gap 


